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Editorial

The human side
of scientific
progress

The April 2026 issue of the MCAA Newsletter
brings together a compelling reflection on how
research, at its core, is both deeply human and
profoundly collaborative.

From computational models that attempt to
decode the emotional brain to human-robot
interactions designed to reduce cognitive burden,
this issue highlights how interdisciplinary
approaches are reshaping the frontiers of
knowledge. At the same time, the vibrant account
of the MCAA North America Meeting 2025
reminds us that science thrives not only through
innovation but through community, connection,
and shared purpose across borders.

Together, these contributions illustrate a common
thread: whether in laboratories, across continents,
or within emerging fields at the intersection

of disciplines, progress depends on our ability

to integrate perspectives, remain open to
uncertainty, and build meaningful collaborations.
As the Marie Sktodowska-Curie Actions continue
to mark three decades of impact, this issue
reaffirms that the future of research lies as much
in collective intelligence and human connection
as it does in scientific discovery itself.

Srishti Goyal @ X
MCAA Newsletter, Editorial Board Member
srishti.goyal1808 @gmail.com
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Message

from the Board

With our most anticipated event of the year—the
MCAA Annual Conference—just around the corner,
and the call for nominations for the next Board
mandate happening this month, there’s a real
buzz in the air! This year feels extra special as

we celebrate the 30th anniversary of the Marie
Sktodowska-Curie Actions. We'll be gathering

in Brussels for a packed programme covering
everything at the heart of our community, from
career development and equity, diversity and
inclusion, to research policy and communications.

We're also excited about our satellite events,
which will explore what’s next for the MSCA
programme in FP10 (the upcoming framework
programme) and offer practical guidance on
narrative CVs and grant writing.

If you can’t join us in person, don’'t worry—there’s
an option to take part remotely too.

We really hope you enjoy this second issue of
the reformatted newsletter and look forward to
seeing you very soon, either in Brussels or online!

On behalf of the MCAA Board,

Maria Magdalena Razalan [
MCAA Secretary of the Executive Committee
mariam.razalan@mariecuriealumni.eu

Maria Romano @ M X
MCAA Board Member
maria.romano@mariecuriealumni.eu
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Updates from the MCAA

Countdown for the MCAA

Annual Conference 2026

The MCAA Annual Conference 2026 takes place
on 22-25 April in Brussels and online, under Ann U al
the theme “Research careers beyond borders: 30 _f‘ OV
years of the MSCA” The programme combines SN COH" erence
plenary sessions, parallel sessions, satellite
events, and a gala dinner. Speakers include the
European Commissioner for Startups, Research
and Innovation, Ekaterina Zaharieva, Member of
the European Parliament René Repasi, and Chair
of the Horizon Europe Expert Group and former
Minister for Science, Technology and Higher ¥V #MCAAConf2026
Education of Portugal, Manuel Heitor. .

22:25 BIiiSsels
Belgium

Register by 20 April. We also encourage you to
download the Whova app and take advantage of
its numerous features to connect and network
with other attendees.

Read more

p
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Apply for the Board
by 26 April

We have opened the call for candidates for the
2026-2028 Board and Executive Committee
(ExCom), the legal and governing bodies
responsible for representing the MCAA and
setting its strategic direction. Eligible members
interested in taking a key role in shaping the
future of our Association are invited to present
their candidacy by 26 April at 17:00 CEST.

The elections will be held on 28-30 May.

CMCAA

MARIE CURIE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

On 11 May, two live online debates give you the
chance to hear directly from the candidates:

I v I CAA B oa rd « Online debate for ExCom candidates

. at 15:00 CEST. Register here.
e 1 e C t 1 O n S » Online debate for Board candidates
at 17:00 CEST. Register here.

Read more

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. 4
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MSCASGLOPO

GLOBAL POLICY & PROMOTION

MSCA-GLOPOL Invites Stakeholders
to Participate in
MSCA Collaboration Survey

Help map the future of MSCA collaboration

We at the MCAA are a partner in MSCA-GLOPOL, a Horizon Europe project working across 20 countries
and six regions to strengthen international cooperation under the MSCA. As part of this work, we are
running a short survey on institutional MSCA collaboration across the project target regions. Share
your insights by 20 April. Read more

1

Share feedback on your experience with PEP-CV

We are seeking feedback from members of the Peer Exchange Platform for Narrative-style CVs
(PEP-CV) to understand what is working well and what can be improved to better serve their
needs and foster meaningful mentorship experiences. If you are a mentor or a mentee, help shape
PEP-CV’s future by completing the feedback form. Read more

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. 5
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Curiosity that changes
the world

30 years of the MSCA, a milestone worth marking

This year, the Marie Sktodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA) celebrates its 30th anniversary: three
decades of supporting over 150,000 researchers worldwide. To mark the milestone, the European
Commission has created an interactive digital map inspired by Radium, featuring 88 highlights from
the MSCA's three decades. Each represents a spark of the curiosity that has driven the programme
from the start. Read more

-

Understand how your research is assessed,
and why it matters

The Declaration on Research Assessment (DORA) has launched a free, self-paced introductory
course on responsible research assessment. Whether you work in research, administration, funding,
policy, or publishing, the course offers foundational knowledge on what responsible assessment
looks like in practice and how you can help drive change in your institution or field. Read more

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. 6


https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/30th-anniversary
https://sfdora.org/courses/introductory-course-to-responsible-research-assessment/

s', (oL Newsletter

Issue 47 - April 2026
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Modelling
the emotional brain

What can computational models reveal about
how the brain processes emotions? During my
MSCA doctoral fellowship, | explored how the
cerebellum contributes to emotional processing
using computational neuroscience. The project
shows how interdisciplinary approaches can help
uncover hidden brain circuits.

From physics to neuroscience

How can we understand how brain circuits
generate emotions?

This question guided my doctoral research
within the Marie Sktodowska-Curie Innovative
Training Network Cerebellum and Emotional
Networks (CEN). The project brought together
researchers across Europe to investigate how the
cerebellum contributes to emotional behaviour.

My own path into this field was somewhat Dianela A. Osorio B. is a computational
unconventional. | originally trained as a neuroscientist with a background in physics
physicist, later specialising in complex systems.  and complex systems. She completed her PhD
These disciplines focus on understanding how in Biomedical Sciences at the Universita degli
interactions between many elements produce Studi di Pavia as a Marie Sktodowska-Curie
collective behaviour. Interestingly, the brain is doctoral fellow within the CEN (Cerebellum
one of the most complex interacting systems and Emotional Networks) project. Her research
known. This perspective naturally led me toward focuses on computational modelling of brain
computational neuroscience. circuits, particularly cerebellar networks

involved in emotional processing. She is
Studying the emotional cerebellum interested in interdisciplinary approaches

that combine physics, neuroscience, and data
For a long time, the cerebellum was mainly science to understand complex brain systems
associated with motor control. However, growing and advance knowledge of neurological and
evidence shows that it also contributes to psychiatric disorders for the benefit of patients
cognition, emotion, and social behaviour. and society.

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.
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Articles by the MCAA community
Modelling the emotional brain

Data collection
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Data curation

Overview of the CEN (Cerebellum and Emotional Networks) project, showing how experimental neuroscience and
computational modelling are integrated across different brain scales—from neural microcircuits to whole-brain
networks, to study the role of the cerebellum in emotional processing.

Within the CEN network, we explored:

neuroimaging
behavioural experiments
electrophysiology
computational modelling

| was the only researcher among fifteen doctoral
students responsible for the computational
modelling component of the project. My goal
was not simply to build a model. Instead, |
aimed to develop a clear workflow for modelling
cerebellar circuits, showing what is currently
possible, what data is still missing, and which
future directions could help move the field
forward.

Computational models allow scientists to
simulate neural circuits and explore how
their structure and connectivity influence
brain activity. These models help integrate
different types of biological data and generate
new hypotheses that can later be tested
experimentally.

In my project, | focused on cerebellar lobule VI,
a region increasingly implicated in emotional
processing, and developed models that could
be used to explore how these networks might
participate in emotional learning.

Why fear conditioning?

To investigate emotional processing, we used
fear conditioning as a model paradigm. Fear
conditioning is widely used in neuroscience
because it allows researchers to study emotional
learning in both animals and humans using
comparable experimental designs. Importantly,
there is a large amount of experimental data
available for this paradigm.

Rather than producing a definitive model of
emotional circuits, the goal of this work was to
provide a framework for building biologically
grounded models of cerebellar networks
involved in emotional behaviour.

Image by Dianela Osorio
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Modelling the emotional brain

Conceptual illustration of the cerebellum being built piece by piece, symbolising how

Building a roadmap

One important outcome, as well as a major
challenge in neuroscience, was identifying what
is needed to build realistic brain models. We
combined:

e anatomical data about brain structure

e connectivity between neurons

e physiological properties of neural activity
* behavioural and experimental data

Another challenge | encountered during my PhD
was the limited availability of datasets linking
cerebellar circuits to emotional behaviour. While
evidence suggesting cerebellar involvement

in emotional processing is growing, detailed
datasets are still scarce.

One of the goals of the CEN network was to
address this challenge. Through the work

of experimental and clinical partners in the
consortium, new datasets on cerebellar circuits
and emotional behaviour are being generated

interdisciplinary collaboration helps scientists understand complex brain systems.

and will gradually become available to the
scientific community.

Working with complex biological systems also
means accepting uncertainty. Even when a
modelling framework is carefully designed,
progress often depends on adapting to the data
that are actually available. During my research,
| learned that it is important to always have

multiple strategies in mind: a plan B, C, or even D.

Building meaningful models is not only

about simulation techniques. It is also about
understanding the limits of available data and
working creatively across disciplines.

When disciplines meet

Coming from physics, | entered a field where
many collaborators were experimental
neuroscientists, clinicians, and biologists. As the
person responsible for modelling the system, |
often had to work with concepts from biology
and medicine that were completely new to

Image generated by Al, prompt by Dianela Osorio
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Articles by the MCAA community
Modelling the emotional brain

me. When you come from another discipline,

|

I

between researchers. But complex scientific

people may initially question whether you fully ~ questions, such as understanding how the brain

understand the biological system you are trying  generates behaviour, cannot be solved in isolation.

to model. They require integrating different types of
knowledge and collaborating across disciplines.

At the same time, interdisciplinary work requires
recognising that no single discipline holds all

Initiatives promoting open science and

the answers. Progress does not come from one collaborative infrastructures are helping to move
discipline trying to dominate another. Instead, the field forward. Still, progress will depend

it emerges when different forms of expertise
complement each other. Finding the balance
between biological realism and abstraction is
one of the central challenges of computational
neuroscience.

not only on new technologies but also on our
collective ability to cultivate openness, humility,
and trust in the scientific community.

After all, science moves forward not when

we work alone, but when we learn to build

Looking ahead

Scientific progress depends on the ability [
of researchers to share ideas, data, and

perspectives. Science advances when researchers

are willing to do so. Yet in practice, collaboration
across disciplines and open data sharing are still

not as common as they could be.

Concerns about competition, authorship, or
publishing first sometimes create invisible barriers

knowledge together.

Dianela A. Osorio B ®

MCAA Andean-Caribbean Chapter

University of Pavia, Italy
daobfisica@gmail.com
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of collaborative

intelligence
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Carlo Caiazzo is an MSCA alumnus of the CISC
ITN and a current participant in the ExCISC
MSCA Staff Exchange. Specialising in Human-
Robot Collaboration and Neuroergonomics,
his work between Ireland and Serbia uses EEG
sensors to optimise mental workload. Beyond
the lab, his journey was shaped by acting
school in Ireland, salsa dancing in Serbia, and
a lifelong devotion to SSC Napoli, passions

that, alongside deep international friendships,

fuelled his scientific curiosity. He champions
the MSCA legacy, proving that collaborative
intelligence is as much about human
connection as it is about robotics.

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

Can a robot reduce your mental stress while
making you more productive? By blending
neuroergonomics and human-robot interaction
with acting, salsa, and the historic victory of SSC
Napoli, this MSCA journey shows how human
connection and curiosity drive Industry 5.0.

ll The mind in the machine:

Measuring cognitive load

As the MSCA celebrates 30 years of fostering
excellence, my journey reflects the programme’s
evolution from academic training to industrial
impact. My doctoral research was conducted
within the Collaborative Intelligence for Safety
Critical Systems (CISC) ITN, a project that
concluded last year but left a lasting mark on
the field of human-robot collaboration.

My work focused on the interaction between
humans and collaborative robots (cobots) in
environments where safety and ergonomics are
paramount. To understand this relationship, |
used innovative EEG (electroencephalography)
sensors to monitor the brain activity of
participants during complex assembly tasks.

We sought to answer a vital question: Does
technology truly help us, or does it simply add to
our cognitive burden?

The Golden result: Higher productivity,

lower stress

The results from the CISC project were a
breakthrough for human-centric design. By

11
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analysing neural oscillations (specifically Alpha
and Beta band power), we found that working
with a cobot significantly decreased the mental
workload of the human operator.

Issue 47 - April 2026

Crucially, this cognitive offloading did not

lead to a drop in performance; instead,
productivity increased. This data provides a
scientific foundation for the next generation

of manufacturing, proving that safety-critical
systems are most effective when they prioritise
the mental well-being of the human in the loop.

Ireland: Acting, bars, and the spark

of inspiration

Mobility is the heartbeat of the MSCA, and my
secondment in Ireland provided a unique spark.
Living between the vibrant energy of Dublin
and the soulful atmosphere of Mullingar, |
found inspiration in the local Irish bars and the
storytelling nature of traditional music.

This creative atmosphere led me to a bold
decision: enrolling in acting school. While it
seemed worlds away from robotics, acting taught
me about presence and empathy. It was during

P

Bridging neuroergonomics, EEG, and
human-robot collaboration

Articles by the MCAA community
The rhythm of collaborative intelligence

these evenings in Irish bars and weekends in
acting class that | realised research doesn’t
happen in a vacuum; it is fed by the world
around us and the diverse ways we express our
humanity.

Serbia: The synergy of friendship, salsa,

and the scudetto

In Serbia, | discovered that the secret to keeping
research alive during demanding experiments
wasn'’t just discipline, but curiosity and
connection. While my days were spent in the lab,
my evenings were spent discovering a passion
for salsa in Belgrade.

However, my resilience was also fueled by a
lifelong passion from home: supporting SSC
Napoli. During these intense research years,
the unthinkable happened, and the Napoli
football team finally won the championship after
decades of waiting. Celebrating that Scudetto
while living abroad was a powerful reminder
of how our personal joys and cultural identities
sustain us through professional challenges.
The bonds | formed with colleagues within the
CISC consortium and friends in both Ireland

l/
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and Serbia became my greatest research asset,
proving that a researcher’s stamina is fueled by
the community they build outside the cleanroom.

Issue 47 - April 2026

From trainee to leader: The ExCISC era

The conclusion of the CISC ITN did not mark

the end of my MSCA journey, but rather a new
beginning. Drawing on the skills | developed

as a fellow, | moved into a leadership role by
co-authoring and successfully securing a new
MSCA Staff Exchange named Exchange of Best
Practices in Collaborative Intelligence for Safety-
Critical Applications (ExCISC).

I am now officially involved in ExCISC,
transitioning from a trainee to a key contributor

Articles by the MCAA community
The rhythm of collaborative intelligence

in an international exchange of knowledge.

As we celebrate three decades of the MSCA

in 2026, my path stands as a testament to its
impact. It has transformed me from a student

of engineering into a leader in human-robot
collaboration, equipped with the technical skills
of a scientist, the stage presence of an actor, and
the global perspective of a mobile researcher.

Carlo Caiazzo ®
Free University of Bolzano, Italy
ccaiazzo@unibz.it
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v el
Faria Khan is an environmental toxicologist with
over 11 years of academic research experience
spanning inhalation toxicology, air pollution
chemistry, and cell and molecular biology. She
specialises in designing and executing in vitro
toxicological studies using advanced, human-
relevant non-animal approaches (NAMs),
including air-Lliquid interface (ALI) lung models
and high-throughput hazard screening platforms.
Her research focuses on the mechanistic
evaluation of emerging airborne contaminants
and biologics to support human health risk
assessment. She brings strong experience in
interdisciplinary collaboration, project leadership,
public speaking, and STEM mentorship, along
with excellent problem-solving, organisational,
and communication skills.

. Articles by the MCAA community

MCAA North

America Meeting
2025: Strengthening
transatlantic

collaboration

In November 2025, the MCAA North America
Chapter (since divided into the MCAA United
States of America (USA) and Canada Chapters)
organised a regional in-person MCAA North
America Meeting in Chicago, USA. Researchers,
alumni, Board members and leaders came
together to share their MCAA stories, explore EU
funding, and strengthen transatlantic research ties
between Europe and North America.

A milestone moment

On 6-7 November 2025, the Marie Curie Alumni
Association (MCAA) North America Chapter (since
divided into the USA and Canada Chapters)
reached an important milestone by holding an
in-person regional meeting. Hosted at the Field
Museum in Chicago, the event brought together
MSCA alumni, graduate students, postdoctoral
researchers, policymakers, and early-career
faculty from across North America and Europe.

For many participants, this was more than a
conference. It was the first time they met fellow
Marie Curie alumni face to face after years of
online interaction. Across disciplines and career
stages, a shared feeling emerged early on: we
are not alone.

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. 14
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Why Chicago mattered
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In 1921, Marie Sktodowska-Curie visited the city
to receive honorary degrees from the University
of Chicago and Northwestern University.

During that visit, women from Chicago raised
$100,000 to support her research, reflecting

the city’s long-standing commitment to science,
philanthropy, and international exchange.

That legacy was echoed a century later at the
Field Museum, which generously hosted the
event. The museum setting reminded participants
that research does not exist in isolation, but
connects to society through education, culture,
policy, and public engagement.

Leadership and vision

The meeting reflected the shared vision of the
MCAA North America (now USA) Chapter Board,
led by Sabina Cvecek (Chapter Chair), together
with the Chair of the newly formed Canada
Chapter, Sergio Crespo-Garcia, Jackson Howard
from EURAXESS North America, and other
Chapter Board members, who worked to create
a welcoming and inclusive space for exchange.
The event also featured the MCAA Chair Gian
Maria Greco, who emphasised the importance
of sustained dialogue between European and
North American research communities. Welcome
remarks from representatives of the Field
Museum, the Consulate General of France in

Alumni and current MCAA members in North America who
participated in the MCAA North America Meeting 2025 at
the Field Museum in Chicago

Photo by Omar Landaverry
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MCAA North America Meeting 2025: Strengthening transatlantic collaboration

Chicago, the Slovenian Consulate General in
Cleveland, and partner institutions reinforced the
value of international mobility and cooperation.

Day one: sharing ideas and stories

The first day focused on Chapter members and
invited guests. A collaborative workshop linked
to the MSCA-GLOPOL project, facilitated by
Jackson Howard, encouraged participants to
openly discuss challenges and opportunities for
transatlantic collaboration. Conversations ranged
from institutional barriers to practical ways of
supporting researcher mobility.

Later, an interactive workshop on science
communication titled How to Tell a Good

Story was conducted. The workshop was led

by Heather Lynn Barnes of Improv at Work,

LLC, in collaboration with the Kellogg School
of Management. Through hands-on exercises,
participants explored how clear narratives
strengthen grant applications, presentations, and
interdisciplinary work. The day ended over Lou
Malnati’s famous Chicago-style deep-dish pizza,
where informal conversations flowed easily, and
new connections took shape.

Day two: funding, careers, and community

The second day opened to a broader audience
and attracted around 70 participants. An
overview of MSCA and ERC funding opportunities
offered practical guidance on eligibility,
application strategies, and the benefits of
choosing Europe as a research destination.

A dynamic series of lightning talks followed,
showcasing MSCA-funded projects across

the humanities, social sciences, and natural
sciences. Short talks on academic and non-
academic career paths revealed the diversity of
professional journeys shaped by MSCA funding.
Many speakers spoke candidly about uncertainty,
failure, and growth that their MCAA journey
brought in their careers and lives. Hearing these
stories resonated strongly with participants,
especially early-career researchers.

15
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Members of the previous MCAA North America Chapter Board, along with the MCAA Chair, at the first in-person MCAA
North America Meeting in Chicago in 2025

Learning from each other confirmed the value of alumni-led initiatives
beyond Europe, where demand for connection
In the afternoon, participants took part in an and guidance remains high.

unconference-style session, forming small,
participant-led discussion groups around shared This first in-person gathering laid the foundation

interests. Topics emerged organically, ranging for future MCAA activities in the North America
from career transitions and grant writing to region and showed that the Marie Curie spirit
administrative challenges and mentoring. A continues to thrive.
round-table discussion later in the day focused
on hosting MSCA Global Fellows in North The event was organised, and the current
America. Moderated by Sabina Cvecek, the article is endorsed by the previous MCAA North
discussion brought together representatives America Chapter Board: Sabina Cvecek (Chair),
from museums, universities, and diplomatic Cristina Florea (Vice-Chair), Pritam Bose, Iryna
institutions. Speakers highlighted both Mykhailova, Sa$a Caval, Sandra Rebok, Lotan
the intellectual benefits of hosting MSCA Kraun, and Faria Khan.
fellows and the need for clearer institutional
frameworks and administrative support. This event was supported by: Field Museum
of Natural History, EURAXESS North America,
What participants took home Consulate General of France in Chicago, Slovenian
Consulate General in Cleveland, University of
Across sessions, participants emphasised Chicago’s Institute for the Study of Ancient
community, connection, and resilience. Many Cultures & Austrian Cultural Forum in New York.
shared that seeing others face similar challenges
helped reduce isolation and foster confidence. [
The importance of science communication,
transferable skills, and international mobility
emerged as recurring themes. By bringing people Faria Khan ®
together in person, the meeting strengthened MCAA USA Chapter
the MCAA's role as a bridge between European fariakhan89@gmail.com

and North American research ecosystems. It also

16
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. Advertorial

MSCA PF proposal:
3 funding possibilities

in Poland!

Have you considered conducting your research in one of the Polish institutions?
If you are a last-year PhD candidate or postdoc, a great opportunity awaits you!

2026 and 2027 are key times for anyone
interested in participating in the Marie
Sktodowska-Curie Actions and other Horizon
Europe instruments. The final calls for proposals
for the 2026-2027 competitions are upon

us, concluding the current Horizon Europe
programme and guiding preparations for the
next, 10th Framework Programme.

So far in Horizon Europe, the MSCA Postdoctoral
Fellowships are the most popular Action in
terms of the number of applications submitted
(17,058 applications in the 2025 call (European
Commission, 2025)), allowing 27 researchers

to conduct their outstanding and innovative
research-training projects in Poland. You can join
this excellent team!

Submitting your proposal for the Marie
Sktodowska-Curie Actions Postdoctoral
Fellowships 2026 or 2027 call gives you three
opportunities for funding:

1. Marie Sktodowska-Curie Actions Postdoctoral
Fellowships (MSCA-PF) - apply with a host
organisation in Poland, be it a university,
research institution, business, SME, or other
entity. All disciplines are eligible for the
Postdoctoral Fellowships, including research
areas covered by the Euratom Research and
Training Programme. Researchers interested in
the MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowships:

e Should have a PhD degree at the time of the
deadline for applications. Applicants who have
successfully defended their doctoral thesis but
who have not yet formally been awarded the
doctoral degree will also be considered eligible
to apply.

e Must have a maximum of eight years’
experience in research, from the date of the
award of their PhD degree. Years of experience
outside research and career breaks will not
count towards the above maximum, nor
will years of experience in research in third
countries for nationals or long-term residents
of EU Member States or Horizon Europe
Associated Countries who wish to reintegrate
to Europe.

e Should comply with mobility rules: they must
not have resided or carried out their main
activity (work, studies, etc.) in the country of
the beneficiary (for the European Postdoctoral
Fellowships), or the host organisation for the
outgoing phase (for the Global Postdoctoral
Fellowships) for more than 12 months in the 36
months immediately before the call deadline.

2.When submitting your proposal for the MSCA
Postdoctoral Fellowships 2026, you may agree
for your proposal to take part in the ERA
Fellowship call. The scheme funds proposals
submitted to the MSCA-PF-2026 call with a
beneficiary located in a Widening Country
(including Poland) and which failed to score

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. 17
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high enough to receive funding under this
call. All eligibility and admissibility rules
applicable to the MSCA-PF-2026 call will
apply here. The scheme is open to individual
researchers of any nationality holding a PhD
who wish to engage in R&I projects in a host
institution located in a Widening Country from
anywhere in the world.

3. Seals of Excellence will be awarded to
MSCA-PF-2026 / 2027 applications with a
total score equal to or higher than 85%, but
which cannot be funded due to a lack of
budget available under the call. Holders of
this Certificate, awarded jointly with a Polish
institution, are eligible to receive funding
under the Ulam NAWA Programme financed
by the Polish National Agency for Academic
Exchange (NAWA). NAWA recognises the Seal of
Excellence certificate as a binding verification
of the quality of the application. Financing
under the Programme includes a monthly salary
and living expenses for the duration of the
scientific stay at a Polish Host Institution up to
24 months, as well as a mobility allowance.

We encourage reaching out to the Polish MSCA
National Contact Point at NAWA or regional

Advertorial
MSCA PF proposal: 3 funding possibilities in Poland!

MSCA contact points in 6 Polish macroregions,
which provide support in the MSCA PF
application process!

Polish MSCA NCP: msca@nawa.gov.pl
MSCA contact points in Polish macroregions:

Southeastern Poland msca@pk.edu.pl

Southwestern Poland msca4silesia@polsl.pl;
msca4silesia@pwr.edu.pl

Central Poland msca@pan.pl;
msca@uni.lodz.pl

Western Poland msca4wp@ppnt.poznan.pl;
msca@zut.edu.pl

Eastern Poland msca4east@pb.edu.pl;
msca.lublin@umcs.pl;
msca4east@umb.edu.pl

Northern Poland msca.polnoc@umk.pl
[

Aleksandra Goérecka
Polish NCP for MSCA
Polish National Agency for Academic Exchange

NAVVA

POLISH NATIONAL AGENCY
FOR ACADEMIC EXCHANGE
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Editorial
information

The MCAA Newsletter is the main
communication channel for and about the MCAA
community. It is a publication venue for science
communication and public outreach. Its main
aim is the dissemination of information about
past and current MSCA projects, as well as
activities of MCAA Chapters and Working Groups,
events, and members’ achievements.

The MCAA Newsletter is a registered publication
(ISSN 2663-9483) in the Royal Library of
Belgium (KBR). It is published by the Marie Curie
Alumni Association, Kunstlaan 24, 1000 Brussels,
Belgium.

Instructions for submission

Authors interested in submitting an article
should read the Editorial Guidelines and the
Editorial Rules, and then submit an article
exclusively through the form available on the
MCAA Newsletter website.

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.
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Editorial Board

Ashish Avasthi, Pradeep Eranti, Sandra Maria
Fernandez Moya, Polat Goktas, Kannan
Govindaraj, Srishti Goyal, Gian Maria Greco, Eleni
ILkou, EliSka Konarikova, Christina Makoundou,
Maria Magdalena Razalan, Maria Romano.

Managing Board

EliSka Konarikova, Editor-in-Chief; Polat Goktas,
Managing Editor; Ashish Avasthi, Associate
Editor; Gian Maria Greco, Associate Editor; Maria
Magdalena Razalan, Associate Editor; Maria
Romano, Associate Editor.

General requests should be sent to:
newsletter@mariecuriealumni.eu

Copyright notice
The whole document as well as each individual

article are released under a Creative Commons
Attribution 4.0 International License (CC BY 4.0).

19


https://www.mariecuriealumni.eu/newsletters
mailto:newsletter%40mariecuriealumni.eu?subject=
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

g,Mcfu\\

Accessibility statement

The MCAA believes in a society based on
diversity. A society where diversity is the norm,
not a deviation. A society where diversity is a
strength, not a weakness. Access barriers are
created by a society that does not acknowledge
the value of diversity. Diversity and access are
foundational elements of the flourishing of the
research endeavour.

As a community of researchers, the MCAA

is committed to increase the accessibility

of its products, services, and events. Under

the leadership of the Editorial Team of the
Communication Working Group, with the
support of other Working Groups and the MCAA
Board, the MCAA has been promoting a series of
actions aimed at increasing the inclusivity of its
community and reducing access barriers.

Since the June 2021 issue, the MCAA Newsletter
has a new layout. The new design should make
the reading experience more accessible by
reducing a number of barriers our readers may
face.

The new layout complies with many
requirements of major print and digital
accessibility standards and guidelines. For
example, background and foreground colours
were selected and paired so as to fulfil the AAA
level requirements for colour contrast devised

by the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines
(WCAG 2.1). Colour selection and pairing also
complies with requirements for colour blindness.
The text is not justified in order to keep the
spacing between words consistent and regular in
the entire text. Line spacing and font size were
revised and increased too. Each macro-section is
identified by a different colour so as to provide
the reader with a map of content organisation.
Last but not least, the PDF file now complies
with PDF accessibility requirements and can be
used by screen readers.
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